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FEVER JOINS THE BOARD
Februar y  12 ,  2007 – Edgar  Souders  announces new die  marr iage of  172-year-old coin

https://forums.collectors.com/discussion/comment/6256535



APRIL 2007 JR JOURNAL

https://nnp.wustl.edu/library/book/529787



THE 1835 LM-12 IS 
STILL VERY SCARCE.

THIS MS65 SURFACED 
IN 2024.

BY FAR THE BEST, IT’S 
A $60K COIN.

In te re s t i ng  s to r y :  t h i s  co i n  l a s t  
appeared  pub l i c l y  a t  t he  Bowe r s  &  
Me rena  Wa l t e r  H .  Ch i l d s  s a l e  i n  1 999  
a s  a  “sma l l  da t e / l a rge  5c .”

A f t e r  t he  2007  d i s cov e r y,  an  
obse r v an t  JRCS  memb er  “ re t ro -
a t t r i bu t ed ”  i t  i n  the  1 999  c a ta l og .

Tha t  k i nd  of  k no w ledge  i s  p o wer.
https://coins.ha.com/itm/bust-half-dimes/1835-h10c-small-date-large-5c-v-12-lm-12-high-r7-

ms65-pcgs-pcgs-501413-/a/1374-4419.s?ic4=ListView-ShortDescription-071515



A NEW DIE MARRIAGE ASSERTS ITS EXISTENCE
AND GETS A WRITE-UP IN THE NOVEMBER 2021 JR JOURNAL

https://nnp.wustl.edu/library/book/646691

THE 1830 LM-
9.3 WAS 

FORMALLY 
ANNOUNCED 
IN THE JRJ BY 

R ICHARD 
MEANEY



THIS UNIQUE COIN WAS THE 2023 JRJ COVER GIRL

https://nnp.wustl.edu/library/book/646697



MY FIRST 
“DISCOVERY”

An 1835 LM-3 
with mismatched 
photos caught 
my eye – from 
my hotel room 
at the ANA, 
August 2023.

https://forums.collectors.com/discussion/1097340/i-was-temporarily-the-proud-discoverer-of-a-new-capped-bust-half-dime-die-marriage



MY SECOND 
“DISCOVERY”

Reve r se  V  was  neve r  p a i red  
w i th  an  1833  Obve r se !

https://forums.collectors.com/discussion/1111650/capped-bust-half-dime-attribution-challenge-february-2025



SO I KEPT MY NOSE TO THE 
GRINDSTONE… 
MY EAR TO THE GROUND…
MY EYES WIDE OPEN…



AND STAYED 
UP ON THE 
LITERATURE

AND STAYED 
UP ON THE 
LITERATURE



VALENTINE, 
BREEN, 

REIVER, ET AL



FEDERAL HALF DIMES 
1792-1837

BY RUSSELL J. LOGAN AND 
JOHN W. MCCLOSKEY



AND UPDATED 
MY OWN 
DIAGNOSTIC 
TOOLS



AND THEN A NEWLY LISTED COIN WITH NO PHOTO 
INSPIRED ME TO LOOK BACK TO HERITAGE, 2004…

1833 H10C MS62 PCGS. V-5, LM-7, R.2. A 
NICELY STRUCK PEARL-GRAY HALF DIME 
THAT HAS REASONABLE LUSTER AND NO 

RELEVANT ABRASIONS. A DIE CRACK 
FROM THE TOP OF THE A IN STATES TO 

THE RIM IS UNMENTIONED IN THE 
LOGAN-MCCLOSKEY REFERENCE.

1833 H10C MS62 PCGS. V-5, LM-7, R.2. A 
NICELY STRUCK PEARL-GRAY HALF DIME 
THAT HAS REASONABLE LUSTER AND NO 

RELEVANT ABRASIONS. A DIE CRACK 
FROM THE TOP OF THE A IN STATES TO 

THE RIM IS UNMENTIONED IN THE 
LOGAN-MCCLOSKEY REFERENCE.

https://coins.ha.com/itm/bust-half-dimes/1833-h10c-ms62-pcgs-v-5-lm-7-r2-a-nicely-struck-pearl-gray-half-dime-that-
has-reasonable-luster-and-no-relevant-abrasions-a-die-crack/a/355-6074.s?ic4=ListView-ShortDescription-071515



DIE DETERIORATION CHART
REVERSE Y (ORIGINAL)



DIE DETERIORATION CHART
REVERSE Y (RESEARCH)



CURRENT VS. POSSIBLE 
(RE)MARRIAGE 
PROGRESSION

5th Use4th Use3rd Use2nd Use1st Use

----1832 LM-131833 LM-91833 LM-7Current

5th Use4th Use3rd Use2nd Use1st Use

1832 LM-131833 LM-9.21833 LM-7.21833 LM-9.11833 LM-7.1#1

--1832 LM-131833 LM-7.21833 LM-91833 LM-7.1#2

--1832 LM-131833 LM-9.21833 LM-71833 LM-9.1#3

1832 LM-131833 LM-7.21833 LM-9.21833 LM-7.11833 LM-9.1#4



1833 LM-9 DEVELOPS A CRACK FROM A TO SCROLL
THAT IS PRESENT ON ALL 1832 LM-13S – SO LM-9 IS SECOND TO L AST

5th Use4th Use3rd Use2nd Use1st Use

1832 LM-131833 LM-9.21833 LM-7.21833 LM-9.11833 LM-7.1#1

--1832 LM-131833 LM-7.21833 LM-91833 LM-7.1#2

--1832 LM-131833 LM-9.21833 LM-71833 LM-9.1#3

1832 LM-131833 LM-7.21833 LM-9.21833 LM-7.11833 LM-9.1#4

OPTIONS 1 AND 3 BOTH INDICATE AN LM-9 REMARRIAGE



1832 LM-13 IS LAST (PER L&M – AND DEMONSTRABLY)
5th Use4th Use3rd Use2nd Use1st Use

1832 LM-131833 LM-9.21833 LM-7.21833 LM-9.11833 LM-7.1#1

--1832 LM-131833 LM-9.21833 LM-71833 LM-9.1#3

BUT WHICH WAS FIRST: LM-7 OR LM-9?
There are contradictions in the book:
 In LM-7 (p. 240): “Thin die crack forms through the base of NITE.”
 In LM-9 (p. 242): “Small die crack forms at the base of NITED.”

Both show a “near-pristine” state as far as I’ve observed…



IS THERE PROOF 
OF EITHER LM-7 
OR LM-9 BEING 
THE FIRST USER 
OF REVERSE Y?



JULY 2025 JR JOURNAL – MY ARTICLE IS OUT!



MY DECISION MATRIX



MY DECISION MATRIX METRICS

DC A1 to Scroll?DC base of ED?
(Note 2)DC rim to A1?DC base of IT?

(Note 1)
Reverse 
Pickups:

495790111Sum:

The more 
frequent the 
occurrence, 
the sooner it 
happened

1833 Obv 3 (LM-7) Die 
State C: DC Rim to Cap 
thru B thru Curl and Ear 
Across Cheek to Neck

to Drapery

1833 Obv 3 (LM-7) Die 
State B: DC Rim to Cap 
thru B thru Curl and Ear
Across Cheek to Neck

1833 Obv 3 (LM-7) Die 
State A: DC Rim to 

Cap thru B thru Curl 
and Ear

LM-7 
Obverse 
Pickups:

101619Sum:

1833 LM-7 
used 1833 
Obverse 3

Remember: obverses deteriorate too…

1833 Obv 2 (LM-9) 
Die State D: DC star 

2 to rim

1833 Obv 2 (LM-9) 
Die State G: DC S5 

to rim

1833 Obv 2 (LM-9) 
Die State F: DC 

outer points of S4 -
S5

1833 Obv 2 (LM-9) 
Die State E: DC 

inner points of S3 -
S4

1833 Obv 2 (LM-9) 
Die State C: DC star 

3 to rim

LM-9 
Obverse 
Pickups:

2054565256Sum:

1833 LM-9 
used 1833 
Obverse 2



DIAGNOSTICS
(IF BOTH HAVE REMARRIAGES)

5th Use4th Use3rd Use2nd Use1st Use
Crack rim to 
A1; DC A1 to 

scroll

DC rim to 
A1; DC A1 to 
scroll forms

DC rim to 
A1

No DC rim to 
A1

No Die Crack 
rim to A1

1832 LM-131833 LM-9.21833 LM-7.21833 LM-9.11833 LM-7.1#1



DIAGNOSTICS
(IF ONLY LM-9 HAS A REMARRIAGE)

4th Use3rd Use2nd Use1st Use

Crack rim to 
A1; DC A1 
to scroll

DC rim to 
A1; DC A1 to 
scroll forms

Starts with 
no DC rim 
to A1 – DC 
rim to A1 

forms

No Die 
Crack rim to 

A1

1832 LM-131833 LM-9.21833 LM-71833 LM-9.1#3



WHERE DO 
THEY FIT IN 
THE 
OVERALL 
EMISSION 
ORDER?

Logan and McCloskey 
created a ladder chart for 
ALL marriages and 
remarriages.

Numbers on lines are not the names of the dies; they are the emission order numbers



A CAPPED BUST 
HALF DIME 

WORKING GROUP
COULD:
• VALIDATE ASSUMPTIONS IN MY ARTICLE
• DECIDE WHETHER 1833 LM-7 IS F IRST (HAS REMARRIAGE)
• FINALIZE EMISSION ORDER LADDER CHART
• ESTIMATE RARITY
• LOOK AT PROPOSALS MADE BY OTHER AUTHORS
• DOCUMENT CORRECTIONS TO THE BOOK
• PUBLICLY HOST THE MASTER LIST (FROM THE CENSUS,     

BUT ONLY EVERY 4 YEARS)
• YOUR IDEAS HERE…



QUESTIONS?

(WHO WANTS TO BE 
PART OF A WORKING 

GROUP?)


